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President’s Corner
As I look back on the last year, I am astounded and gra fied by the success we
have seen as a chapter of ASMC. We have thrived with the loyal support of our
membership and the un ring eﬀorts of our Execu ve Board, succeeding in a
wide variety of areas:

We gave back to our community through many projects, including the collec

on of
items to support the homeless, baking and delivering over 300 cupcakes for a dinner
in November, assis ng Santa in December by providing and wrapping a truckload of
gi s for a family in need, and par cipa ng in Relay for Life in April.

OUR MISSION
To promote educa on, training and
professional development in all
aspects of military comptrollership.

We supported the educa

onal goals of two gradua ng high school seniors and one
of our own members through scholarships.

We held a successful fundraiser at Panda Express in May.
delicious meals at our monthly luncheons as well as a wide variety of
We provided
interes ng speakers throughout the year.
We invited Edwards personnel to discuss Blanket Purchase Agreements, the RAD
process, Leadership, the new Web version of CCaR, and the Controlled Spend
Accounts that replaced the Government Travel Card.

We Invited the EDFM instructors to speak about chapter opportuni

es and
Appropria ons Law, two guests from AFCAA/FMA who spoke about Cost Es ma ng,
and an Appropria ons Law instructor who refreshed us on the An Deficiency Act.

We began publishing a quarterly newsle

er, a er a year‐long hiatus, that received

accolades from our membership.

We co‐hosted PDI 2012 in Anaheim, with our chapter taking on the Transporta

on

and Administra on Commi ees.

We were honored with 5‐Star status, winning the Chapter Compe

on for our size
chapter with the Meritorious award, and Kathleen Augus ne was named Recruiter of
the Year.
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Farewell to the Board
As we transi on to the new year we bid adieu to four Board Members: President, Sharon Hayes; 1st VP,
Sheri Pflum; 3rd VP, SSgt Jakob Won; Secretary, Maria BridgeoThompson.

Sharon stepped up to the plate two years ago and lit the path back to 5 Star Recogni

on for High Desert

Chapter. Her dedica on and vision for a richer FM fellowship has inspired us to aim high. Sheri played a
major role in the success of the Admin commi ee for PDI as she teamed up with Kathleen to lead the
command center. Their eﬀorts reflected highly on our chapter and are most appreciated. Maria arranged a
beau ful gi package for the PDI charity raﬄe and SSgt Won successfully executed the Panda Express
fundraiser. We thank each of them dearly for their service and con nued support!

It has been an absolute pleasure for me to serve on the

1st Vice President, Sheri

High Desert Chapter ASMC Board for the last two years as Events Coordinator and most recently as First Vice
President in charge of membership. I have made new friends, renewed old acquaintances, and established network
contacts that would not have been possible except for my participation with ASMC. I would like to thank everyone for
the terrific opportunity and I wish much success to the current board members and hope they find the sense of
camaraderie and professional enjoyment I have experienced. I will continue to be an active and involved member of
ASMC and I look forward to seeing familiar and new faces in the future. Take care……Sheri

Secretary, Maria

As I write this farewell note, I wish to thank all board

members for their support, guidance, and help during the year. I will always be thankful and appreciative of
all hard work that goes to cooking, selecting guest speakers, selecting scholarship winners, and the never
ending energy to make each of general meeting a success. I wish the best to the newly elected board.

I've enjoyed serving as your Treasurer for the past year

Treasurer, Rebecca

and feel the experience will help me serve you even better this next year. In addition to working on getting
our chapter recognized with 401(c)3 non-profit status, I plan to build up our chapter website. I look forward to
working with the new Board and hope to see many active, non-Board members this year!

2nd Vice President, Kathleen

It's been my pleasure to serve you this past year as

2nd Vice President (Programs). My hat is off to Fran (Morris) as she takes the reins as 2nd VP; I have
no doubt that she will bring fresh ideas and excellent speakers in the coming year. I'm looking
forward to my new role as Events Coordinator.

Events Coordinator, Jeannie

As a member of the ASMC I will promise to uphold my du es
and responsibili es as the secretary for this current year. This is my second term as an oﬃce, with last year sharing the Event
Coordinator spotlight with Fran Morris. I am looking forward to the working with the new Board members, along with gathering
new ideas from the ASMC members. I truly enjoy or monthly lunch me mee ngs, it allows me to visit with other members
from the FM community, which I have had the pleasure of working with over my last 7 years, mostly as RA in MXG, as well as
listening to local guess speakers. I am once again looking forward to seeing everyone at the next mee ng.
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PDI 2012 Pics
Where: ANAHEIM
When: 30 May - 1 Jun

Apr- Jun 2012

Membership
54 ac ve local members
82 ac ve na onal members
new members
Apr 1
May 0
Jun 0

National Membership

Na onal membership costs $26 annually or $75 for three years.
Sign up and pay online at h p://www.asmconline.org/membership/.

Local Membership

Local membership costs $10 annually and can be paid several years at a me.
We gladly accept cash or check. If you plan to pay by check, please make your
payment out to "High Desert Chapter, ASMC". You can give your local
membership payment to any ASMC board member.
Our local chapter meets on the third Wednesday of each month during lunch
hour and we always have exci ng speakers with topics rela ve to the financial
management community.

Why Join?

Joining the ASMC is an investment in yourself, your professional development
and your career. As an ASMC member, you have the opportunity to network
with the local and global community of defense resource management
personnel. Regardless of where you are in your career, ASMC membership
oﬀers many paths and opportuni es to learn from and interact with your
colleagues in ways that will help you meet your professional goals.

3

American Society of Military Comptrollers │ High Desert Chapter │ Edwards AFB, CA

Apr- Jun 2012

Speaker of the Month
April
Barbara Gibson joined us in April to give a behind‐the‐
scenes look at the new web‐based CCaR. She brought
before and a er pictures to show oﬀ some cool new features including a search op on,
record tags, target load tool, customizable reports and be er filtering. The system will
meout a er 15 minutes of inac vity. There will be a historical database for FY12 + PY’s and
a separate database for FY13 and beyond. Oh, and here’s a fun fact: AFMC Headquarters
will have stoplight visibility over every record. That means each base, organiza on and
record will show up as green, yellow or red!

Keys to Appropria ons Law
PURPOSE ‐ Necessary Expense Doctrine

May
Mr. Braswell, Appropria ons
Law Instructor, spent his
lunch break giving us a quick
refresher on the keys to
Appropria ons Law.

 Must
1
have logical rela onship to the Appropria on.
 Must
2
not be prohibited by law.
 Must
3
not otherwise be provided for.

TIME ‐ Bona Fide Needs Rule
 Must
1
use current funds for current needs.

AMOUNT ‐ An deficiency Act
 Do
1 not spend in excess of an appropria on.
 Do
2 not spend in advance of an appropria on.
 Do
3 not accept voluntary labor.
 Do
4 not spend in excess of an appor onment.

June
We changed things up a bit in June and held the general
membership mee ng at Ramone’s Mexican Restaurant in
Rosamond. We put the chips and salsa down long enough to
induct all but one of the newly elected Execu ve Board
members. Welcome aboard! They are excited President, Toni Sandelli
1st VP, Stacey Piper
to get the year started and are full of ideas to 2nd VP, Fran Morris
VP, Debra Lawrence
build upon all the great things the High Desert 3rd
Events Coordinator, Kathleen Augustine
Treasurer, Rebecca Pease
Chapter accomplished last year.
Secretary, Jeannie Alvarado
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(ConƟnued from page 1)

What an impressive list of accomplishments! Every one of them was possible only through the dedicated eﬀorts
of a very special group of people. Thank you to Jeannie Alvarado, Kathleen Augus ne, Maria BridgeoThompson,
Fran Morris, Rebecca Pease, Sheri Pflum, Stacey Piper, SSgt Jakob Won, Joe Montes, and Nancy Wachter.
Looking to the future of High Desert Chapter, I am confident that our chapter will enjoy con nued success. We have
an energe c and dedicated Execu ve Board who will oﬀer tremendous leadership to our chapter. I am very pleased
to hand over the presidency to Toni Sandelli, whom I know will guide our chapter to even greater success.
Thanks for having given me the opportunity of serving as your President – it has been a tremendously fulfilling two
years.

Meeting Minutes
APRIL

MAY

JUNE

Call to Order: 1200, 18 April 2012

Call to Order: 1200, 16 May 2012

Call to Order: 1730, 27 Jun 2012

Old Business

Old Business

New Business

Approval of minutes

Approval of minutes

Execu ve Board Induc on:

PDI 2012

PDI 2012

The following members recited the
oath:

Chairperson: Sheri Pflum
Transporta on: Joe Montes

1800 ASMC members registered
Volunteer mee ng 10 April
Our chapter will provide a Nook
gi basket for the charity raﬄe
Fundraisers: May mee ng will be held
at Panda to support the fundraiser.
Charity: Relay for Life was held on
14‐15 April. 5 members par cipated
and raised $2,000.
New Business
Training:
Be sure to update ETMS. That’s
how classes are scheduled.
Upcoming classes:
Appropria ons Law, ADA,
Analy cs Boot Camp, FIAR
New CDFM Achievements:
Sheri Pflum
Jack Jordan
Scholarships: Nancy Wachter
presented Olivia Carte with the
Con nuing Educa on Scholarship.
Speaker: Barb Gibson provided a
quick overview of web‐based CCaR.
Mee ng Adjourned: 1258

Chairperson: Sheri Pflum
Transporta on: Joe Montes

3,800 registered so far
Volunteers to process
permissive orders and verify
hotel registra on

Nook gi basket complete
Fundraisers: Panda fundraiser today!
Nomina ons: Nomina ons are in.
Vo ng to take place in June.

Toni Sandelli
Stacey Piper
Fran Morris
Debra Lawrence
Kathleen Augus ne
Rebecca Pease
*Jeannie Alvarado was absent and will
take her oath during the general
membership mee ng in July.

New Business
Speaker: Mr. Braswell, instructor with
The Learning Curve Training Group,
gave a 30‐minute Appropria ons Law
refresher. Reviewed purpose, me,
amount and completed a case study
exercise. A endees received .5 CPE.
Mee ng Adjourned: 1245
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Treasurer’s Report
April

May

June

Edwards Federal Credit Union

Edwards Federal Credit Union

Edwards Federal Credit Union

Checking $9,219.34
Savings $1,502.83
Money Market $1,000.70

Checking $7,753.34
Savings $1,503.02
Money Market $1,000.70

Checking $4,027.80
Savings $1,003.20
Money Market $1,000.70

Pentagon Federal Credit Union

Pentagon Federal Credit Union

Pentagon Federal Credit Union

Savings $5.00
Monkey Market $7,970.89

Savings $175
Monkey Market $7,970.89

Savings $5.00
Monkey Market $8,035.70

Revenues
Dues
HQ Rebates
Lunch Fees
Dividend

Expenses

$160
PDI
$1,375
$101
Dona on $100
$70
$33.20

Revenues

Expenses

Lunch Fees $175
Dividends $0.19

Revenues

PDI
$1,100 Dues
$20
Scholarship $500
Dividends $65
Dona on $40
Fundraiser $165

Transfers

Transfers

None

None

Expenses
PDI
Lunch Fees
Dona on
PDI Raﬄe

$3,360
$55
$40
$193

Transfers
$500.00 EFCU Savings to Checking

Training
Upcoming Classes:
Data Collec on
15‐19 Oct
0800 ‐ 1600
TBD
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Relay for Life
The High Desert Chapter of ASMC had a team
par cipate in the Relay for Life fund raising event
sponsored by the American Cancer Society. This was the
eleventh year for the chapter’s par cipa on in the
event. The team was led by Team Captain Toni Sandelli.
Although this year the team consisted of only six
members, nearly $2,000 was
raised. Rebecca Pease was again
the outstanding fundraiser. She
collected $1,240 by herself. Her
dedica on and energy during the
event was unmatched. For the
second year the
event was held
during extremely
windy and cold
weather, impac ng
on site fund raising
eﬀorts. Although
the temperatures hit the freezing zone, the team
camped out and con nued to walk throughout the
night. The team members were Toni Sandelli, Rebecca
Pease, Toni Culver, Chris Manry, Sharon Hayes and
Marcie Franklin. We also had SrA Haley Santos and SrA
Angela Harrietha show support by walking for a couple
of the hours to give the team a chance to get warm. The
total funding raised by the High Desert Chapter since
2001 is $40,051.

Apr- Jun 2012

Upcoming Events
 18 July General
Membership
Meeting
 1 Aug

Executive Board
Meeting

 15 Aug

General
Membership
Meeting

 5 Sep

Executive Board
Meeting

 19 Sep

General
Membership
Meeting

 3 Oct

Executive Board
Meeting

 15‐19
Oct

Data Collection
Class

 TBD

General
Membership
Meeting

 TBD

Fundraiser

Toni Sandelli, Team Captain
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Over 3,000 FMers ventured to Anaheim for
ASMC PDI 2012. Edwards sent over 20 people
to join the festivities and boy did we learn a lot!
The general session speakers were refreshing.
They focused on how to adapt to the changing
fiscal climate and taught us how to look at the
positive side - now is our time to shine! Every
level of decision making will require the advice
of an experienced FMer. What better time then
now to really show them what we’re made of!

By the end of the week our brains were full but
we had a truly rewarding time together and got
to meet so many other FMers from across the
globe!

On top of the educational workshops, amazing
guest speakers and volunteer duty there was
delicious food, an Angels baseball game, a 5K
run, charity raffle, vendor fair and much more!

Thanks to all who attended for everyone else come join the fun next year! Checkout
www.asmconline.org or the American Society of
Military Comptroller Facebook Page.

PDI’s official charity organization this year was
the Blue Star Mothers of America. They are a
non-profit
service
organization
that supports
military
Volunteerism, compassion and initiative were
prominent themes from the speakers to the
members
Packing boxes for the troops!
workshop instructors. People who can clear
and their
their minds of all the hardship and focus on
families. Some of their activities include visits to
VA Hospitals, assistance to families left behind,
giving a helping hand to someone else will be
able to handle most anything and live a more
specialized clothing for amputees and sending
quilts to combat wound soldiers in theater.
rich and fulfilled life. Taking the initiative to
step out of your comfort zone and try on a new Volunteers gathered on Thursday night to write
attitude at work and at home is not always easy notes to soldiers and pack goodie boxes for
them.
but it will feel awesome!

8

American Society of Military Comptrollers │ High Desert Chapter │ Edwards AFB, CA

Apr- Jun 2012

Congratulations High Desert Chapter!

We
achieved
5 Star Recogni on
and earned Meritorious
rank in our category!
Sharon Hayes accepted the 5 Star Recognition

Awards Banquet
Awards Banquet

Kathleen Augustine earned Recruiter of the Year!

Our very own Kathleen Augus ne
brought home Recruiter of the Year!
This award is given to one member
from each category who recruited the
highest number of new members.
Thank you Kathleen for your con nued
dedica on and service!
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Volunteers
This year’s PDI was extra special because High Desert
Chapter had the pleasure of co-hosting the event. Sheri
Pflum, Kathleen Augustine and their team of generous
volunteers did a fantastic job managing the command
center as the Admin committee. Joe Montes and Stacey
Piper
Candy and Kathleen manning the command center
teamed
up to navigate their way around Anaheim as the
transportation committee. Sharon Hayes and Nancy
Wachter gracefully introduced the workshop
instructors in their roles as AI’s (Assistant Instructors).
The volunteers
reflected
highly on our
Volunteer Dinner
chapter with
their dedication and professionalism. They worked hard and got
a chance to take part in the behind-the-scenes planning and
coordination that makes PDI such a success. They sacrificed
their time (and per diem) to have an opportunity to experience
THE premier FM training event. Our chapter will benefit
Awards Banquet
professionally, culturally and monetarily for their efforts. Thank you so much! You rock!
Volunteers:
Sheri Pflum
Kathleen Augustine
Joe Montes
Stacey Piper
Sharon Hayes
Nancy Wachter
Candy Good
Tammie Ginnett
Maria BridgeoThompson
TSgt. Della Santiago
Zarie Flemig
LaShunda Waterman

Sharon accepted the chapter award for Co‐hosting PDI.
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Pondering PDI
Check out these ah-ha! moments and take-aways from Edwards attendees as they
completed the educational workshops.

The perfect iscal storm is coming
The most important things to leadership are intangible and cannot be taught!

We are in this world to help others - Dr. Lawrence Kline
YOUR SELF‐TALK ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT
WORDS YOU WILL HEAR EVERYDAY
3 Attributes for effective briefings: Physical, Voice, Credibility and Sincerity

Leaders Must Be Listeners!

WHAT ARE WE DOING DAILY
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

FIAR is no joke! It is driver behind most of the changes we are going throughout in FM

We will a act more ASMC members if we gear our
prog ams toward what our members want.

It’s time to get onboard with audit
trails, supporting documentation, and
collecting & consolidating data.

IT’S OKAY TO BE WRONG. YOU DON’T LEARN FROM SUCCESSES. YOU LEARN FROM FAILURES.

Simplify your writing. Edit
ruthlessly. Reduce wordiness
so your audience understands.

Checkout progress on the new FM
certification program at:
fmonline.ousdc.osd.mil - courses and
program requirements coming soon!

your thoughts are what drives your behavior

Listen to people, hang onto every word, be transparent
and do your work later. It’s important to let employees
know you care about them.
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What surprised you most?
Maj Dan Rooney ‐ touched by his patrio sm and connec on with the audience. I was
impressed with the charity Folds of Honor he started for children of fallen military members.

the amount of knowledge that is available
You can teach others to be good leaders by raising the bar on what you expect from them. They
don’t have to realize that you are helping them improve; you show them through your actions.

I was surprised by how uplifting PDI can be!

SO NICE TO MEET NEW PEOPLE!
The sheer size of DoD assets is mind-boggling!
Learning about the big picture of DoD!
You have to go to Chip and Dave’s Excellent Leadership Adventure!
The leadership/step-to-success type courses
That High Desert Chapter did so with awards!
The amount of people!

High Desert Chapter Newsle er
April ‐ June 2012
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